ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

Lincoln's eight years of service in the state
legislature of Illinois came to an end in 1842,
when he was thirty-three. He had intimated to
his party when he was elected in 1840 that he
would not stand again. The main reason for this
appears to have been his desire to be elected to
the Congress of the United States. His partner,
Stuart, had served two terms in Congress, and
Lincoln's ambitions were doubtless stimulated
by his example. In 1840, also, a Whig had been
elected to the Presidency, William Henry Harri-
son, and it looked as if the fortunes of the Whig
party in the national government were to revive.
But Lincoln's hopes were dashed when Harrison
died a month after his inauguration and his
successor, the Vice-Prcsidcnt John Tyler, came
more and more under the control of the Demo-
crats, In 1844 another Democrat, James K. Polk,
was elected to the Presidency, defeating Henry
Clay, the Whig candidate. Lincoln took part in
both campaigns, 1840 and 1844, speaking in his
state on behalf of the Whig candidates, and in
1844 visiting his old friends at Gentryville in
Indiana in the course of the campaign.

In the campaigns of 1840 and 1844 Lincoln was
nominated as an 'elector' for the Presidency by
the Whig party in his state. This was a nominal
office and little more than an honour. It should
be explained, perhaps, that under the Constitu-
tion of the United States the President is not
directly elected by the people. He is elected by
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